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.-attribute is to utter a self-contradictory statement. But E.S.
IMascall could not see, however, that it makes any difference
whether the attribute in question is existence or necessary
existence. In either case the most that can be validly argued is
that if God exists he exists necessarily, but it does not follow that
he exists. Hartshorne may be quite correct in arguing that neces-
sary existence is included in God's essence, but the existence by
which an existing being exists in reality is not an essence or
constituent or aspect of an essence : it is an act.34
Hartshorne and J.N. Findlay are agreed that God's existence
must be either necessary or impossible ; it cannot be a merely
contingent matter whether there is or is not a God. Thus while
God's existence is necessary, his actuality (by which Hartshorne
means the character of his existence at any moment) is contingent,
His actuality is thus concrete but his existence (that which is
^common to all the instantiations) is abstract. And while the
existence of any particular universe is contingent, the existence of
.-some universe, or other appears to be necessary.
Thus it seems that when God's existence is logically possible,
'then it becomes a necessary being, but when his non-existence
ds logically possible then it becomes a contingent being. Anselm,
JF.C. Copelston, N. Malcolm have agreed that God's existence is
-logically necessary.
Now let me examine the interpretation of Malcolm on the
following points:
L There is at least a use of the word*God% in which it means
*a being than which a greater cannot be conceived'. Anselm
has thus proposed a definition for the word *God*, and as
such 'God* is a being than which a greater cannot be con-
ceived' is a logically necessary truth.
2. Anselm is claiming that atbdng whose non-existence is logically
impossible (a necessary being) is greater 1han
existence is logically f possible (a contingent bdug).
not to suggest fliat existence is a perfection.
~^                   op. eft., pp. 48-49.